Wendell Watson
FSA Parent Night

October 25, 2016

Agenda


What is the FSA?



FSA testing dates



FSA test length, Sessions and Times



3rd Grade Promotion Requirements



How can I help my child at home?

What is the FSA?
The Florida Standards Assessment (FSA)


FSA is an authentic assessment that includes more than just multiple choice
questions.


Students will be expected to respond to multiple choice questions, create
graphs, write and respond in different ways than on other traditional tests.



Will prepare Florida students for success in college, career, and in life by
emphasizing analytical thinking.



Measures student mastery of the standards taught.



Meets high quality standards for assessment, including reliability and validity
for a variety of accountability purposes.



Emphasizes critical thinking.

FSA Test Dates
English Language Arts (Writing) Assessment
Grade 4-5
February 27- March 3, 2017

FSA Test Dates
English Language Arts (Reading) Assessment
Grade 3 (Paper-Based)
March 27-April 3, 2017
Grades 4-5 (Computer- Based)
April 10- May 5, 2017

FSA Test Dates
Mathematics Assessment
Grade 3-5 (Computer-Based)
April 10- May 5, 2017

ELA Test Length
Grade/Course

Number of Items

3

56-60

4

56-60

5

56-60

Note: Approximately 6-10 items within the Reading, Language, and
Listening components listed above are experimental (field test) items and
are included in the ranges above but are not included in students’ scores.

Sessions and Times
FSA ELA
(Not Including the Writing Component)
Grade/Subject

Administration Time

Number of Sessions**

Computer-Based in 2017

3

80 minutes per session

2

No

4-5

80 minutes per session

2

Yes

** All sessions are administered over two days

3rd grade – will not be assessed in writing

Sessions and Times
FSA Mathematics
Grade/Subject

Administration Time

Number of Sessions**

3-4-5

80 minutes per session

2

** All sessions are administered over two days

Number of Items Computer-Based
in 2017
60-64
Yes

Progression of the Math Standards
3rd Grade

4th Grade

5th Grade

Single Digit
Multiplication & Division

Multi-Digit
Multiplication & Division

4 digit by 2 digit
Multiplication

Basic understanding of fractions as
numbers

Understand decimal notation of
fractions & compare decimal
fractions

Add/ Subtract & Multiply/ Divide
Fractions

Tell time to the nearest minute &
Elapsed time
Measure & Estimate volume and
mass

Problem Solving related to distances,
intervals of time, & money.

Convert among different size
measurement units within a
measurement system

Recognize shapes with similar
attributes- quadrilaterals

Analyze geometric figures and
classify them

Plot points on a coordinate plane

Area & Perimeter

Area & Perimeter Word Problems

Area, Perimeter, & Volume Word
Problems

The language arts standards build upon each other in each grade level.
Literature

Informational

Using details from the text to explain the
meaning of the text.

Using evidence from the text to explain
the meaning of the text.

Determine the theme or central message

Determine the main idea and key details.

Describing characters, setting, & events.

Demonstrate understanding of historical,
scientific, and technical texts.

Understanding point of view

Compare/contrast point of view

Determine word meaning using context
clues

Determine grade level academic
vocabulary

Elements of poems, dramas, and prose

Text structure such as compare/contrast,
cause/effect, & problem/solution

Writing
• Informative and Opinion
• Students will be required to determine which type of essay they
need to write based on the prompt.
• They need to develop a multi-paragraph essay that includes
evidence from multiple texts and elaboration that is focused on the
prompt.
• They will be required to read multiple sources during the 120
minute writing time to gather evidence to support their topic.

Science 5th Grade
Questions are not simple recall. They require in depth knowledge of
the standards.
Frank uses a bowling ball to demonstrate how energy can cause changes. Which of
the following actions would NOT demonstrate a change caused by Frank applying
energy to the ball?
A. He holds the bowling ball in both hands.
B. He spins the bowling ball with one hand.
C. He rolls the bowling ball across the floor.
D. He lifts the bowling ball to place it on a shelf.

Science Categories

Nature of Science 17%
Earth and Space
29%
Physical Science 29%
Life Science
25%
Test Dates: May 1-5, 2017

FSA Achievement Levels
“The success a student has achieved with the Florida
Standards will be assessed by FSA ELA and Mathematics
assessments and is described by Achievement Levels that
range from 1 (lowest) to 5 (highest). Level 3 indicates
satisfactory performance. The level of performance required
to score in each Achievement Level will be established prior to
the spring 2017 administration.”
(Source: FLDOE FSA ELA and Mathematics Fact Sheet, November 2014)

Promotion Requirements
3rd Grade Promotion Criteria: Student scores a Level 2 or greater on the statewide ELA assessment.
What promotion options are available to grade 3 students who have not achieved a Level 2 or above on
the statewide FSA-ELA?
• Alternative standardized reading or English Language Arts assessment approved by the State Board
of Education; Third Grade Portfolio

Will students scoring Level 1 on the grade 3 statewide FSA-ELA be retained in third grade?
• Third grade is the only grade at which there is state-mandated retention for public school students
• Florida Statutes (F.S.), requires any third-grade student scoring Level 1 on the grade 3 statewide FSAELA to be retained. Some students may qualify for a good cause exemption and be promoted to
fourth grade

Technology-Enhanced Items (FSA)

Technology-Enhanced Items (FSA)
Technology-Enhanced Item


Editing Task Choice - The student
selects a highlighted word or phrase,
which reveals options for correcting an
error as well as the highlighted word or
phrase as it is shown in the sentence to
indicate that no correction is needed.



For paper-based assessments, the item
is modified so that it can be scanned
and scored.

Sample Item

Technology-Enhanced Items (FSA)
Technology-Enhanced Item




Selectable Hot Text - Excerpted sentences from the text
are presented in this item type. When the student hovers
over certain words, phrases, or sentences, the options
highlight. This indicates that the text is selectable (“hot”).
The student can then click on an option to select it.
These items may have one or two parts. In a two-part hot
text item, Part A might ask the student to make an
analysis or an inference, and Part B might require the
student to use the text to support the answer in Part A. In
other cases, the two parts might function independently.
For paper-based assessments, a “selectable” hot text item is
modified so that it can be scanned and scored electronically. In
this version, the student fills in a circle to indicate a selection.

Sample Item

Technology-Enhanced Items (FSA)
Technology-Enhanced Item


Open Response - The student uses
the keyboard to enter a response into
a text field. These items can usually
be answered in a sentence or two.



For paper-based assessments, this
item type may be replaced with
another item type that assesses the
same standard and can be scanned
and scored electronically.

Sample Item

Technology-Enhanced Items (FSA)
Technology-Enhanced Item


Multiselect - The student is directed
to select all of the correct answers
from among a number of options.
These items are different from
multiple-choice items, which allow
the student to select only one
correct answer.



These items appear in the online
and paper-based assessments.

Sample Item

Technology-Enhanced Items (FSA)
Technology-Enhanced Item


Evidence-Based Selected Response
(EBSR) - In this two-part item, the
student is directed to select the correct
answers from Part A and Part B.
Typically Part A is multiple-choice,
whereas Part B may be either multiplechoice or multiselect. Part A often asks
the student to make an analysis or an
inference, and Part B requires the
student to use the text to support the
answer in Part A.



These items appear in the online and
paper-based assessments.

Sample Item

Technology-Enhanced Items (FSA)
Technology-Enhanced Item


Graphic Response Item Display
(GRID) - In a GRID item, the student
might select words, phrases, or
images and use the drag-and-drop
feature to place them into a graphic
organizer or other format.



For paper-based assessments, this
item type may be replaced with
another item type that assesses the
same standard and can be scanned
and scored electronically.

Sample Item

Technology-Enhanced Items (FSA)
Technology-Enhanced Item


Multimedia - Technology-enhanced
content may include multimedia
elements such as audio clips,
slideshows, or animations. Multimedia
elements may appear within passages
(stimuli) or test items.



For paper-based assessments,
multimedia content will be replaced by
paper-based items or stimuli that
assess the same reporting category.

Sample Item

FSA Practice
Have your student practice using all the tools for reading
and math located on the FSA practice site.
The more comfortable they are with the test format and
technology the less stress they will feel on the test day.

A+ Parent Resources

 https://www.tenmarks.com/login
 https://www.reflexmath.com/
 http://www.fsassessments.org/

 https://sites.google.com/a/mypolk
schools.net/parentresources/home

The top 5 things you can do to guide your student toward FSA success:
1. Have your student read the same book for 30 minutes every night until
they finish it. Then they can bring the book to school and take an AR
test, start reading a new book and repeat.
2. Have your student practice on Reflex Math
regularly. www.reflexmath.com
3. Make sure your student is completing their Reading and Math
homework.
4. Frequently go onto the FSA practice assessment website in order for
your student to be very comfortable and familiar with the testing format.
www.fsassessments.org
5. Regular attendance is essential to your student’s academic success.

Questions??

